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        THE LIGHTHOUSE
Newsletter for July 2015
You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light. 

Psalm 18:28 
Message from Our Pastor

This article, written by Pastor Greg Mileski, speaks to one of our Synod’s three year mission emphases of WORSHIP, WITNESS, and WELCOME.  The topic of WELCOME is appropriate now for Zion and Trinity as we prepare to welcome a new pastor and family.  Because of the “newness” of this period, it is a great time to invite others to be a part of our community of Christ followers and to the ministries we do.  – Pastor Matt Lamb
WELCOME

One of my favorite parts of Scripture is the end of Revelation. I long for the city described there, the new Jerusalem, where the Reign of God comes to fullness. One of my favorite details, easy to miss, concerns the gates of this city. There is a wall—not just anything is the Reign of God, after all—and the wall has twelve gates. And the gates of this city are open wide—all day, every day. I hope this part of Revelation is literal. What a welcome sight to see!
“All are welcome.” I can’t tell you on how many church signs I’ve seen those words. Certainly dozens. Probably hundreds. That can’t really be true, can it? That is such a lofty idea! I wonder what would happen if we put similar lofty perfections on our church signs.
“St. Andrew Lutheran Church. All of us read the Bible every day!”
“Hope Lutheran Church. Where nobody will ever judge you!”
“First Lutheran. Every sermon will knock your socks off!”
“All are welcome.” Well, that’s a nice sentiment, but could it really be true?
The truth is, welcoming everyone is hard. It’s a lot harder than most of us realize. I know what you’re thinking. My church may not be perfect, but we are certainly welcoming! And that’s what I think about my congregation, too. After all, each and every Sunday I am greeted by folks with warm smiles and happy hearts, just like all of you. But of course we think that our congregations are welcoming. We’ve been calling them home for umpteen years. If we didn’t feel welcome, we’d have probably stopped going long ago.
And that’s the thing, isn’t it? “Welcome” isn’t for insiders but for outsiders. The question isn’t whether we feel welcome in our congregations. The question is do they feel welcomed here? Do the people who aren’t here, the people who might be walking in for the first time, the people who are deciding if they will walk in for a second time, do they feel welcomed? That might be a different story. After all, most of them aren’t here.
Let’s ask this question: Can you think of somebody who would be unwelcome in your congregation? What do they look like? Are they a different ethnicity? Are they differently-abled and can they get around your building? How do they dress? Are they dressed too casually, or maybe in clothes that haven’t seen a washing machine lately? Who comes with them? A live-in girlfriend? A same-sex partner? A rowdy toddler? Are they used to worshipping in a different manner? Would they put their hands up when they sing or pray?
And when I say unwelcome, I don’t mean that someone would come and chase them out with a stick. Good heavens! None of our churches are unwelcoming like that! Any of those people, no matter what they’re wearing or who they’re with or however high they stick up their hands, would be welcome to come in and worship with us, of course. But welcome, real and true welcome, runs much more deeply than just being allowed to come in and stay for a while.
In our congregations, in our little slice of the New Jerusalem, welcome must mean more than simply permitting someone to come and eat the cookies and drink the coffee. Welcome must mean that someone can come in and join us just as they are. Welcome doesn’t mean that you are allowed to come in. It means that you, with all your gifts and talents, with all your baggage and failures, with your fears, with your riches, with your poverty, are allowed to come in and be you.
And that’s why welcome is so hard. We want people to come in and be us. It’s easier that way. We know us. We feel safe as us. But welcome means we let people come in and be themselves, be who they are, and that means that our community changes, just a bit. And that’s risky. We are always more ready to hold on to what we have than we are to become something new.
But we are not called to build a club. We are not called to stay the same. We are called to be transformed by the moving of the Spirit and to live in the light of the Reign of God. And one of the ways we can do that is by welcoming our fellow children of God, encouraging them to share their gifts and talents freely in ways that shape our faith communities. In so doing, we open our gates and we open ourselves to the ways that the Spirit is moving and we glimpse, just a bit more clearly, the coming of the new Jerusalem. Amen.
Newsletter

The July Newsletter was adopted 
in honor of July Family Birthdays
Tracy Movalson, Amanda Movalson & Gloria Weber
   Noisy Offering

The noisy offering for July 5th will go to the Pastor’s moving expenses.
Helpers Needed
We will be hosting a lunch for the U.P. Youth heading to Detroit.  The food is being provided but we will need helpers to set up etc.  Please let Lana know if you can help out.

Diapers Needed

YOU ARE INVITED TO BEGIN COLLECTING

DISPOSABLE DIAPERS FOR DETROIT!

This is an “in kind” offering for the RISE-UP Detroit Youth Gathering.  Please bring the diapers to church by July 10th.


The American Cancer Society’s Reelin’ in a Cure will be held Friday, July 17th, 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the Little Bear Arena.  If you are interested in becoming a team member, purchasing a luminary or walking during the Relay, please call Lana Lennington at 643-6576  
   Pot Luck with Pastor Tari
On July 19th we will be having a pot luck supper.  Pastor Tari will be joining us on her way back to Alaska following the Rise-Up in Detroit Youth Gathering.

Spartan Labels
We are now collecting Spartan Labels to raise money for Zion.  Collect the UPC labels from any Spartan product and bring them to the church. 
Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School will be held at the United Methodist Church of St. Ignace.  August 10-13, Mon-Thurs, 6 pm - 8 pm.  Contact the Methodist Church if you would like to volunteer or provide food.
Give-aways
We will be giving away two end-tables, a queen-size bed and two desks that will no longer be needed at the parsonage.  Anyone from the church wishing to have them, call Lana.
Update on the Search for a Pastor
The Call Committee has voted to call David Tielbar as Pastor to Trinity and Zion.  The congregations will vote on July 5th.
Baptismal Anniversaries

July 3
Brian Olsen

July 7
Emma Feleppa

July 16
Alicia LaLonde

July 16
Rebecca LaLonde

July 17
Lilyan Stenson

July 21
Brenda St. Onge

July 21
Loni LaJoice

July 27
Eunice Therrian

July 29
Kristine McDonald

Birthdays in July

July 1
Max Coburn 
July 7 
Tracy Movalson

July 7
Joe Schlehuber

July 8
Cody Blair

July 8
Adam Chambers

July 9
Fred Feleppa

July 13
Jane Chambers

July 13
Christian Stenson

July 15
Jake Dodds

July 15
Patsy Nowak

July 15
Sharon Smith

July 16
Donna Harju

July 16
Lilyan Stenson

July 17
Candy DeKeyser

July 17
Page Paul

July 17
Sara Sorenson

July 24
Aiden Stenson

July 24
Kaiden Stenson


July 27
Cindy Hendricks

July 28
Richard Galor

July 28
Wendy McCluskey

July 30
Mary Belonga

Trinity Worship Families
July 5

Baron Family
July 12

Chalmers Family
July 19

Gustafson Family
July 26

Rose Family
Zion Funeral Committee April-July

Team Leader:  Linda Wilkins (430-1465)

Co-leader: Marialana Nygard (231-436-7235)
Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters
July 5

Casey & Angie Brake

July 12

Donna Harju & Lorraine Graham

July 19

Mark & Carol Elmblad

July 26

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Lectors
July 5

Dawn Akers
July 12

Richard Galor
July 19

Linda Wilkins
July 26

Paul Shepard
Communion Assistants
July 5

Nicole Garen
July 12

Lorraine Graham
July 19

Lana Lennington
July 26

Jerry Fenlon
Altar:  Susan Fenlon
Money Counters:  Carol Elmblad & Martha Sjogren
Council Meetings
Zion Council – 6:30 pm, June 14th 

Trinity Council Meeting – 6 pm, July 20th

Zion’s Council Members
President:
Lana Lennington
643-6576
Vice-President
Paul Shepard
984-2069


Secretary:
Lorraine Graham
643-8419

Co-Treasurers:  
Dawn Akers
643-7552

Co-Treasurers:  
Lana Lennington
643-6576

Fred Feleppa
643-6793


Jerry Fenlon
643-8730
                           Nicole Garen
298-0490
                           Tim Idalski
643-6574

Trinity’s Council Members
President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570
Vice-President
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581

Secretary: 
Sharon Chalmers
292-5440

Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Joe Chalmers
292-5433

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Jim Dyer
292-5433



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
Zion Lutheran Council Meeting 

June 16, 2015

Present:  Lana Lennington, Jerry Fenlon, Lorraine Graham, Fred Feleppa and Dawn Akers.
Lana Lennington opened the meeting at 6:35 p.m.  
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented.  Dawn stated we will need to raise quite a bit of money to bring the new pastor here.
The Secretary’s Report was accepted with one correction.
Old Business:

Lana will check with Pastor Suzy to see if Vacation Bible School children need to contact them ahead of time.
The elevator is not working again.  Jerry suggested we have Great Lakes Elevator contact us, before they come to service it the next time, so someone can be present.

Lorraine stated that the June newsletter did not go on the website.  She will try contacting them to see what went wrong.
Lana stated she wasn’t sure what was happening with the Fortune Lake student.
New Business:

The Council voted to call David Tielbar to be our pastor.  We will write a letter to present him to the congregation for a vote.  Voting will be on July 5th.  We filled out a form stating our intentions that will be sent to the Synod.

We went over the Calendar for July.  We will have the next council meeting on the 14th.  

Lorraine asked about the luncheon for the busload of U.P. youth going to Detroit.  Was the food arranged for yet?  Lana said she would contact Sandy Feleppa to find out.  We will put a notice asking for volunteers to set up.

Lorraine stated she was getting the record book caught up and had some questions.  We will try to deal with them at the next meeting.

Jerry stated we would need a couple more service days to fix up the parsonage as well a few things on the church.  The water has been turned on.  The parsonage basement needs cleaning out and painting.  Lana stated she has cleaned the carpets.  Lana also stated that she thought she could get some Kiln paint at cost.  Jerry stated that we have an anonymous donor willing to pay for the new windows.  He also stated that he found out the window casings did not need to be replaced, just the glass.  This will certainly help cost-wise.  
Lana suggested we mention in the newsletter the items that will no longer be needed.  We will be giving away two end-tables, a queen-size bed and two desks.  If people from the church would like them, they would have first choice.  If not, we will give them to the Hope Chest.

The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine Graham
Trinty Lutheran Council Meeting 

July 15, 2015

Those present: Tracy and Lois Movalson, Jerri Rose, Tom Gustafson, Pega and John Kennedy. 

Meeting opened at 6 pm with a devotion read by Jerri Rose. Robert Schuller's “My Soul’s Adventure with God”.

Pastor's Report: no report

Secretary's Report: correction. Pega Kennedy was present at last meeting.

Treasurer's Report: was read and approved.

OLD BUSINESS

Midsummer Pole Raising.  Lois Movalson will lead program. Canopy will be up Thursday. 

We still have not heard from Alan Stage about stained glass repair. Jerri will call him.

Tracy emailed 2 painting restoration people and has not had a response. We decided to table the project for now.

We will donate $150 to youth gathering funds.

Refrigerator needs new fan.

NEW BUSINESS

Spider man sprayed for pests last week

Council voted to call David Tielbar. Zion will also vote and if passed letter will be mailed to congregation for a vote 2 weeks hence.

We discussed the amount for new pastor's moving expenses and agreed it looks reasonable.

Pega ordered meat for Swedish meatballs for midsummer.

Decided to send cards instead of flowers to fellow parishioners when in hospital. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Tracy Movalson
Contact Information

Interim Pastor:  Pastor Matt Lamb may be reached at 717-805-4210 (please call anytime you need to!)

Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine
The secretary will usually be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
To email the church is:  ziontrinity950@yahoo.com
The website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Trinity Lutheran Church, W4528 Fishermans Drive, Moran, MI 49760.  Worship Service:  Sundays at 9 a.m.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 999 S. State Street, 

St. Ignace, MI 49781.  Worship Service:  Sundays at 11 a.m.

Prayer List
(If you would like someone added to the prayer list, call the church at 906-643-7870)
Jim Dyer, Carl & Mary Belonga, LaTaunya Paquin, Phil Richel, Barb Lehto, Jackie Kallstrom, Charlie Lamoreaux, Beth Ann Amacher, Joel Morabito, Joanne Truman, Greg Mitchinson, Kelli Morrison, Ric Mulholland, Jim Rose, Troy Johnston, Dave Movalson,  Pega Kennedy, Jim Ryerse, Steve Ingalls, Tom Coffey, Jane Yoder, Lance Litzner, Barb LaJoice, Becky Barber, Ruth Visnaw, Don Closs, Jim Scott and Ernie Langstaff 
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]









The Lighthouse		


Zion & Trinity Lutheran Churches


950 Huron 


St. Ignace, MI  49781





Address Service Requested




















Nonprofit Org.


U.S. Postage


PAID


St. Ignace, MI  49781


Permit No. 55





� MERGEFIELD "First_Name" �Gary� � MERGEFIELD "and" �&� � MERGEFIELD "Spouses_Name" �Kathleen� � MERGEFIELD "Last_Name" �Nickel�


� MERGEFIELD "Address" �2475 S M-66 Hwy�


� MERGEFIELD "City" �Nashville�, � MERGEFIELD "State" �MI� � MERGEFIELD "Zip_Code" �49073�





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








The Lighthouse		


Zion & Trinity Lutheran Churches


950 Huron 


St. Ignace, MI  49781





Address Service Requested














Nonprofit Org.


U.S. Postage


PAID


St. Ignace, MI  49781


Permit No. 55








9

_1307256616.doc


�












